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HELD AT 2 Begun 1787. 
| THAT they meet at _ _ twice in the year 
viz on Wedneſday | and on the 


ſirſt Weane/day in October, every year. 


II. That the hour of their meeting in the morning ſor buſi- 
neſs be Ten preciſely; and the hour of dining, Two. And that 
they meet again that afternoon or evening for buſineſs, or hear- 
ing a ſermon, as ſhall be fixed upon in the morning before dinner. 


III. That after the names and number of the firſt members 
are ſeitled no new member be admitted without being bglloted 
for ; and i but one negative appears, this ſhall be ſufficient for 
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his non-admiſſion ; the propoſal of any new member to be at one 


meeting; and the balloting for him at the next, that there may 
be time for” deliberation, (if need be for enquiry concerning 
bim: And that no miniſter being a ſtranger to the ſociety, be 
admitted occaſionally, without being balloted for upon the terms 


above ſpecified. 
IV. That it is to be obſerved by the members of this ſoci- 


ety, for an invariable rule, that the conferences held from time 


* » time. be kept altogether ſecret. — ha 
dy 
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V. That in caſe any member chooſes to withdraw from this 
ſociety, he give notice thereof, by letter, to the Director, or, 
at the meeting, in which, for the laſt time, he himſelf is preſent. 


VI. That in caſe the ill eondutt of any member makes it 


appear needful to any other of the ſociety, that notice ſhould be 


taken of it, or he ſhould be removed; then, whoever objects io 
him, ſhall mention his objeQions, privately, to the Director, 
who ſhall ſpeak, as privately, to the perſon himſelf who is com- 


plained of; and if the Director himſelf be not ſatisfied, and 


thinks the ſociety will not be ſatisfied, with his own judging and 
diſmiſſing of the complaint, he ſhall then lay the caſe immedi- | 


ately, before the ſociety, in the abſence of that particular mem- 
ber; and if no ſatisfactory amendment appears, after inquiry 
made and admonition given, then the ſociety, at its next meet- 
ing, and before any other buſineſs is entered upon, ſhall by the 
DueQor, put the expulſion of the ſaid member to the ballot ; 


and a majority of ballots ſhall be ſulhoient for his diſmiſſion, 


immediately. 


VII. That this ſociety, for the orderly conducting of it's bu- 
ſineſs, appoint a Direfor ; who ſhall be choſen annually, or at 
each meeting, to that office for the next time ? and in caſe the 
perſon appointed be, at any time of meeting, hindered from 
giving his attendance, the diſcharge of his office, for that time, 
devolve upon the next in ſeniority, 


INSTRUCTIONS for the Director to 
regulate himſelf by, in the diſcharge of his of- 
fice, when the Socizxrv is aſſembled. 
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That he endeavour, in every meeting, to have as much 
buſineſs done as poſſible, without being ſuperficial; in order 


that there may be agreater variety of matter for every member 
to gather profit from :---- 


4. That he take care that only one perſon ſpeak at a time, 
and he in rotation, according to the order of litting ; unleſs he 
obſerves any member defirous to alk the ſpeaker any queſtion, 
for elucidating the ſubject before them; and that, if he ſees 
nd F occaſion, he deſires him, who ſpeaks to be as brief as he well 
di- can, and that no new ſubjeR be ſpoke to till the firſt be done with, 


Iry 5. That he endeavour to keep the ſociety free from all ſuch 
et- conferences as are attended with mere diſputings, and as are 
he void of chriſtian love, peace and friendſhip. 

t; 


n, An account of the rature of the buſineſs to be 
tranſacted by the ſociety, in their meetings. 


It is propoſed to go upon £0 | . 
1. Public Preaching : Concerning which the Director may 
enquire, and himſelf ſpeak upon, and alſo any other may en- 
guire, and ſpeak upon, after a motion wade by the Director, 
uch particulars as theſe; viz. whether there be any particular 
ſubjefts, which he has been preaching upon lately----any par- 
ticular point he has been labouring----any particular fin or fins, 
he has ſeen peculiar reaſon to cry out againſt----any particular 
duties he has found occaſion peculiarly to enforce----any parti. 
culars in laying open new views and deeper diſcoveries of the fall 
of man his original fin, corrupt nature, and perſonal tranſgreſſ- 
ions; and of divine conviftion of this, and heart humiliation for 
it any particulars relating to the grace of G OD in ſending 
CHRIST, --------- the all ſufficiency and freeneſs of 
the Redeemer and his redemption----any particulars concerning 
the nature and effects of faith in the redeemer---any particulars 
relating to rowing love of GOD in the heart, and a more claſe 
valking . Him in life alſo, whether he has lately been upon 
or now is going on with any particular plan of preaching, and 
whether he has any thing to obſerve to the ſociety, or en- 

quire 
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quire of them concerning it-- whether he preaches in the church 
on any of the Week-days; and whether he is going on with any 
particular plan in that preaching, and what he particularly aims 
at, and is deſigning by it------ whether he has any new way and 


more uſeful manner of preaching to propoſe and recommend 
to the ſociety ; 


2, ReſpeAQing religious Societies: Concerning which the en- 


quiry may be made, whether he has any in his pariſh amongſt 


his people; and if he has, of what fort and nature; whether 
they are governed by any ſettled rules and orders agreed on by the 
members; the ſcheme propoſed and the intention in view by them; 
what obſtructions or encouragements they have met with; what 
difficulties bave been got over in the carrying of them on, who 
is at the head of them; what bulineſs is done in them; and on 
what days they are held? Any advice may be aſked and giy- | 
en concerning any particular circumſtances, either in ſetting of 
them on foot, carrying of them on: or repreſſing of them; any 
alterations and amendments in them may be propoſed, and the 
ſociety's opinion may be taken upon them. 


3. Reſpectirg catechiſing of children, and inſtrufling of Youth : 

Whether this part of the miniſterial labour be made a point of, 
and much taken heed to; in what way and manner it is carried 
on; how often, at what times, and in what places? Any ſcheme | 
may be propoſed for the carrying of it oh, and the opinion of 
the ſociety taken upon it; and any alteration and amendment, 
in one already ſet on foot, may be propoſed: Whetherthere be 
any good ſchools in his pariſh and what he has to do with them, 
the teachers or the taught? | 


4. ReſpcAing perſonal inſpections, and paſtoral viſiting of 
the flock : 3 
Whether this is duly attended toard preftiſed ? whether he 


viſits his people, more or leſs. from houſe to houſe ; and takes Mt 
frequent opportunities of talking with his people in private, as in 
well as of preaching to them in public, ard of inſſruding them 


in ſociety together? how be is 1eceived by them in exerciſing | 
this part of his miniſterial duty, whether, or in what particulars, | 
| he 


G63 


e finds himſelf, by this means, the better and the more 
Inabled rightly to divide the word of truth, and to give to 
very one their portion in due ſeaſon, in his public preach- 
g or ſocial inſtructions and exhortations ? whether in this 
ployment he enquires of the ſeveral families he viſits, whether 
I all, or in what way and manner, they practiſe the duty of fa- 
Wily-prayer; alſo of the religious care, taken by parents, and 
maſters and miſtreſſes, of children and ſervants ; of the family's 
ttending, as much as poſſible, on the public worſhip of GOD, 
In his houſe, on his day eſpecially ; and, at other times, as 
)ortunity may be had by good contrivance ? whether he ſees 

nd endeavours that all families, and every individual, as 

uch as may be, are furniſhed with bibles and common 
Prayer- books; and alſo (if it can be) with Jenks's devotions, 
r better manuals for the ſame purpoſe; and whether o- 

her books are diſperſed amongſt them, and what thoſe books 
e? | 


5 Of viſiting the ſick: 

How this duty is atiended to, and praQtiſed? in what way and 
ma nner it is done? how often, in a week, conſidering circum- 
*Mances and ſituations, it is proper to be dore? what the beſt way 
pf dealing with, and talking to ſick and dying perſons, viz, the 
kareleſs and unawakened ſinner; the blind and ignorant; the 
ronvinced ſinner and diſtreſſed: the formaliſt and ſelf-juſtifier; 
he believer; the back-ſlider; the tempted; the hypocrite, and 
the man in deſpair? what particular and remarkable caſes of 
ſouls have been ſeen on the fick, and death-bed ? Whether 
"Bhoſe who have made vows and promiſes of turning to, and ſer- 
Ping of GOD, on the fick-bed, have performed, and put them 
In praQtice, when they recovered ? 


6. Ofruling their own houſes well; 


An enquiry may be made, whether he calls his family toge- 
her morning and evening? Whether he Catechiſes children, 
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nd inflruats ſervants in his own houſe, and how often? Whe- 


ther he reads any portion of G O D's word before morning 
and evening prayer, makes any obſervation thereupon, which, 
under GOD, may quicken and encourage them to go on their 
f way 
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(6) 
way with diligence and delight? Whether he uſes, in ſecret, 
perſonal reproofs as he judges neceſſary ? and if he is married, 
whether he takes care, as far as in him lies, that his wife and fa- 
mily in general, be examples to the flock ? 


7. Reſpefting his own particular experience and perſonal 
| 2 


Whether he has any increaſing diſcoveries of, and humiliation 
for his own fallen nature? Whether he has experienced, or 
does now experience any peculiar manifeſtations of GOD's 
love ? What impreſſions they have made upon him, and what 
fruits have followed? Whether he has any doubts and fears, and 
and what fort they are, and whatmethods he has taken, ornow 
takes, for their removal? What particular difficulty or enlarge- 
ment he has found, or finds in the diſcharge of his miniſterial 

? Whether, in the general courſe of his converſation, he 
has aſingle eye to GOD'sglory, and the good of ſouls ? whether 
It is his daily exerciſe to have always a conſcience void of of- 
fence towards GOD, and towards men? Whether he can, from 
an humble conſciouſneſs of his own upright conduR, ſay, with 
the apoſtle, to the flock committed to his charge, Be ye fol- 
lowers of me, as I am of Chriſt?” Whether he has reaſon to hope 
that his judgement of divine truths ripens, and that his conduct, 
in ſome proportionable degree, improves with it? 


Whena proper time is ſpent in making inquiries, and in con- 
ſerring about the whole, or a part of the above mentioned ſub- 
jet · matter for conſideration, then the members of the ſociety 
may proceed, the DireQor himſelf, or any other under his di- 
rettion, to give his ſentiments upon ſome particular paflages of 
the ſcriptures, wbich he judges worthy the ſpecial remark of the 
miniſters of the goſpel, and what will have ſome peculiar ten- 
dency to promote a more practical experience of true chriftia- 
nity, in their own fouls, for their own uſe and profit, as private 
chriſtians, -or 8s public preachers ; or which may be carried by 
them to their own people for the uſe and profit of their ſouls al- 
fo; or which may tend to elucidate any of the paſſages under 
conſideration ; and this he ſhall have liberty to ſpeak off-hand 
upon, or to read his thoughts written upon it as be ſhall — wry 
| min 


T 
\ 
v 
a 
| 
k 
0 
0 
if 
if 
0 
p 
m 
At 
fr 
th 
ol 
te 
ti 
ſp 
co 
he 
ar 
or 
hi 


(23 


minded :----or, he ſhall inform the fociety of any new book, 
ret, which he has lately met with, worth their peruſal, and what he 
ied, | would recommend to them, or their people: and he may read 
1 fa. any remarkable paſſage out of that or any other book, which he 

knows of, or has lately met with, or which may be already 

known to the reſt: or, he may read any particular paſſage out 
ſonal I of one of his own manuſcript-ſermons, if he wants the members 

of the ſociety, at other times, to take into their reſpective con- 
tion ¶ ſideration the particular ſubject, which the fermon treats of; or 
| or if he wants to take the opinion of the ſociety, then preſent, up- 
D;; on the faid ſubject treated of in the whole, or in the particular 
what paſſage of the ſermon which he reads to them out of it : or, he 
and * take notice of, and remark to the ſociety any falſe doctrine, 
now and any particular wrong thing, which he may lately have heard 
unge- from the pulpit, or that he may have ſeen in any particular book, 
erial chat is lately come out, or is much in vogue in the world, and 
„ he of which every miniſter of the goſpel ought to have an utter de- 
ther © teftation; and which deteſtation may be promoted by the men- 
f of. non made of the thing in the ſociety, by the member, who 
from © ſpeaks of it to the reſt; ---or, he may read any particular a. 
with count of the work of GOD going on in any place, which he has 
fol- beard of, or any remarkable letter received from ſerious friends 
hope ¶ and acquaintance :----or, he may mention. and take the opini- 
on of the ſociety upon the caſe of any particular perſon, amongſt 
his own people, with whom the dealings of GOD, in his con- 
viction and converſion, have been any ways remarkable ; or he 
may relate the ſtate of his people in general :---or, he may re- 
late and take advice upon any particular circumflances, which 
contain any dzfficully touching his own fituation in the place in 
which he at preſent exerciſes his miniſtry ; or take any advice 
concerning his removal, ſhould ſuch a thing be in agitation : or, 
laltly, he may propoſe for either preſent or future conſideration, 
or give his own opinion upon, and take that of the ſociety upon 
any other particular caſe avdſubjeQ, the doing of which be does 
in his heart believe as a direct tendency to promote the cauſe 
_ goſpel, according to the deſign and ſcheme af the whole 

ietys 


It is recommended to every member of this ſociety, that be 
5 | ; always 
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always keep by him a copy of the rules and orders, &c. that 
he may know what is allowed to be done by the members, and 
ſee the manner in which the buſineſs is to be carried on; and 
may the better be enabled to make it profitable to himſelf, and 
the whole body. | 
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It is to be recommended alſo, that he take down brief minutes, 
of the buſineſs done by the ſociety, in their meetings, for his 
future recollection of it, and meditation upon it. 


Every member of this ſociety is reminded, that as he is not 
to form. his judgment and opinion from that of others, ſo he is 
not to be led and governed by others; but to judge for himſelf, 
after he may have taken the opinion of the ſociety; in order 
that liberty of conſcience, without reſtraint and violence, may 
have its due and proper allowance. 


He is alfo reminded, that in every particular caſe, and on 
every particular ſubject, in which he either gives his own, or 
takes the opinion and ſentiments of. others, he endeavour to, 
keep both himſelf and them free from all evil diviſions and ani- 
moſities both in heart and voice, in temper and condutt ; in 
order that chriſtian love and unity may be kept up and promo- 
ted; and that where there be any profitable conferences, there 
may not be, any unprofitable diſputings. 


He is, once more, reminded, that at home, in private, be- 
fore the meeting-day, and in the morning of that day, in pri- 
vate deyotion, be be very earneſt in prayer to GOD, for his 
direction in; and bleſſing upon the ſociety, it's nature and de- 
ſign, and it's ſeveral members.. 685 

We, whoſe names are here under- written, being Miniſters 
of the Church of England, do agree to meet together, as a ſo- 
ciety, under the above-mentioned rules and orders, for the 
tranſacting of buſineſs, as related in the account of the nature 
of it, with no other deſign than to promote the honour. of GOD, 
and the ſucceſs of the goſpel, in the work of the miniſtry, 


